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Land management is so difficult because 
it takes a long time to learn how the land 
will respond to different management 
techniques. Every single piece of land is 
different - scale, underlying conditions, 
objectives - documenting those change 
through time is so important. 

- Amanda Hegg, Audubon 
Conservation Program Associate
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This year has been one of returning to our roots. We are finally returning to pre-pandemic visitor 
capacity, our education programs are back to pre-pandemic levels, and our construction 
investments are beginning to see returns. Finally, we continually return to the roots of our 
conservation efforts: protecting the delicate interconnectivity of all the ecosystems that make the Great 
Plains region so vital for birds. As we see our environment shifting in real time – with drought in the west 
and powerful storms in the north – birds and other wildlife need our protection more than ever.

This summer we announced that the Nebraska and Dakotas state offices would merge into a regional 
office to streamline strategies and develop cohesive conservation plans. I will remain in my role as 
Executive Director for the Audubon Great Plains regional office. 

We have developed a strategic plan that aligns state-level priorities with National Audubon 
Society’s conservation strategies, builds on local and state partnerships, and secures 
funding to expand our programs reach. Our team has grown to expand on specific 
projects, hiring Bill Sellers, Range Ecologist, to build on the Dakota’s success with 
Audubon Conservation Ranching Initiative. We also welcomed Avian Biologist 
Stephen Brenner, who is researching the changing ranges and threats to 
Nebraska birds such as the Thick-billed Longspur and American Woodcock. 

The Great Plains are known for great waterfowl migrations 
and iconic bird species like the Sandhill Cranes. They are 
also home to grassland birds that desperately need our 
help to conserve the prairies they call home. With the new 
regional office, our growing wingspan throughout the 
region will only strengthen Audubon’s influence, impact 
and ability to advocate for birds and the environment they 
need – for decades to come.
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Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at 
Rowe Sanctuary
• Cody Wagner and Amanda Hegg have released 

the first phase of a biological monitoring plan 
and long-term habitat management plan to 
help guide management decisions based on 
the needs of Rowe Sanctuary’s priority bird 
species. This plan documents the unique 
geography and ecology at Rowe; lists wildlife, 
vegetation, and soil types; and provides a 
history of conservation efforts, methods, and 
results. It also identifies short-term (next 
three-five years) and long-term (more than 5 
years) goals. 

• Target species identified in the plan include 
12 grassland species, such as the Bobolink, 
Swainson’s Hawk, and Northern Harrier; four 
riparian species, including Bell’s Vireo; and 
four Platte River species, including Piping 
Plover and Least Tern. 

• Rowe Sanctuary staff member Amanda Hegg 
and partners at the Crane Trust published 
a study on mitigating crane collisions 
with power lines in the Journal of Avian 
Conservation & Ecology.

• We engaged over 2,000 students in 36 field 
trips and 2 summer camps, and collectively 
organized 37 public programs and events. 

on Wednesday, January 4, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.
Crane tour reservations open
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Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center
• Our new Habitat Building is now open! The 

building will serve as a multi-purpose space 
for planning and equipment storage. Within 
its 2,400 square feet there is work space to 
allow staff or volunteers to work on burn 
plans, habitat projects, or research, as well as 
to hold small meetings; a bathroom for staff 
and volunteers; and a room to safely store 
fuel and pesticides. This is the culmination 
of a long-term partnership with the Tri 
County Prescribed Burn Association, with 
additional funding provided by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust and the Acklie Charitable 
Trust. 

• The SCP Visitor’s Center was updated with 
accessibility improvements including 
automatic door openers, light sensors, 
and enhanced interior lighting. More 
improvements are planned for next year. 

• In October, the Nebraska Natural Legacy 
Project recognized Jason “the Birdnerd” St. 
Sauver with the Natural Legacy Education 
Award.  

• Over 1,200 fourth graders participated in 
Prairie Immersion field trips this fall and 
more than 3,000 students participated in 
educational programming overall this year. 
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Audubon Strategic Priorities

Coasts
Coastal areas are a magnet for birds and people alike. Unfortunately, overfishing, development, and sea level rise put 
60% of coastal birds at risk.

Climate
Audubon is responding to shifting environmental changes with an innovative combination of strategies, from 
advancing policies that reduce carbon emissions and promote responsible locations of green energy, to leading adaptive 
land management practices that mitigate the effects of climate change.

Water
Audubon’s Water initiative focuses on landscapes where both water quantity and water quality are paramount to birds’ 
survival. Affecting public water policies is one key aspect of our work, but policy alone won’t be enough to address these 
challenging issues. Our Platte River Initiative spans Wyoming, Colorado, and Nebraska’s own central basin.

Working Lands
Best management practices on ranches, farms, and forests hold the key to survival for more than 150 species of 
threatened grassland and forest birds. We work with private landowners and regional stakeholders to meet the needs of 
wildlife and people.

The National Audubon Society maximizes our conservation results by focusing on five key strategies critical for birds, recognizing 
migratory patterns and the interconnectedness of habitats across the Western Hemisphere. By protecting birds, we’re also 
safeguarding the Western hemisphere’s great natural heritage for future generations, preserving our shared quality of life and 
fostering a healthier environment for us all. In the Great Plains, our work and programs fit within this hemisphere-wide strategy, but 
over the past year we have prioritized Bird-Friendly Communities, Water, and Working Lands.  

Bird-Friendly Communities
Most Americans live in cities or suburbs, and people can play a critical role in fostering healthy wildlife populations and 
communities. Rural regions have an outsized opportunity to contribute. As the leading voice for birds, Audubon birders 
make daily lifestyle choices that add up to real conservation impact. 
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• The Big B.A.D. Birdhouse Project – a 
collaboration with the American Institute 
of Architects Lincoln – was a public arts and 
crafts project that provided creative habitat 
for birds around the city of Lincoln while 
celebrating architecture and design in daily 
life.  The project finished with a special 
fundraising event to support ongoing STEM 
programming for the Lincoln Community 
Learning Centers at Spring Creek Prairie 
Audubon Center. 

• This year, more than 2,000 people engaged 
in Audubon Bird-friendly Communities 
programs and events, such as Plants for Birds 
gardening projects, the Big B.A.D. Birdhouse 
project, and community science programs like 
the Big Sit. 

• Rowe Sanctuary installed 450 native plants 
on the playgrounds of two local elementary 
schools.

Bird-Friendly Communities
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Water

• Vision for an Ecologically Sound Platte River 
(VESPR) – led by Audubon’s Platte River 
Manager Melissa Mosier – published a 50-year 
strategic plan for restoring the Platte River 
Basin: A Long-Term Vision for an Ecologically 
Sound Platte River. The working group of ten 
organizational partners identified dozens of 
priority species, including the Interior Least 
Tern, the threatened Piping Plover, and the 
endangered Whooping Crane.  

• As part of our Platte River Initiative, Audubon 
provides leadership and partnership with the 
Platte River Recovery and Implementation 
Program (PRRIP) which implements 
restoration in accordance with the three-state 
compact for the Platte River. 

• In October, the Nebraska Water Center hosted 
the Platte River Basin Conference and 3rd 
Playa Research Symposium, in partnership 
with Audubon Nebraska and the Rainwater 
Basin Joint Venture, and Daugherty Water for 
Food Global Institute. 

• Avian Biologist Stephen Brenner published 
research on secretive marsh birds – such as the 
Virginia Rail, Least Bittern, Pied-billed Grebe, 
American Bittern, and Sora – in the Rainwater 
Basin and Sandhills in the journal Wetlands. 
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Working Lands

• A new grant partnership with Nebraska 
Game and Parks – called Enhancing Prairie 
Grouse habitat in western Nebraska – is 
focused on Eastern Red Cedar and woody 
invasive encroachment in grassland habitats. 
Working with private landowners, Audubon 
helps determine methods for removal, such 
as prescribed fire, mechanical removal, and 
specialized herbicides, as well as how to 
prevent seeding.  

• A new cost-sharing program in partnership 
with Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
offers private landowners help with an 
otherwise huge financial burden to limit the 
spread of Eastern Red Cedar and other invasive 
plants. 

• Range Ecologist Bill Sellers is working with 
Audubon Conservation Ranching managers 
in other regions to develop a long-term plan 
for expanding the certification process to 
Nebraska ranchers. 

• Spring Creek Prairie hosted two landowner 
workshops to find cooperative efforts to 
maintain and improve the working landscape 
of the Denton Hills for future generations. 
Participants discussed their concerns and 
challenges, as well as what they have learned 
about natural resource and agricultural 
management.
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Our Supporters
$1 Million+
The Estate of Margery Nicolson
The Estate of Loraine Lienemann

$100,000+
John and Elizabeth Lauritzen Foundation
Acklie Charitable Foundation
Explore.org, a direct charitable activity of 

the Annenberg Foundation
Robert B. Daugherty Foundation
Janice McGregor
Ron & Carol Cope Foundation
Michael Tupper and Naseem Munshi
Kearney Visitors Bureau
Claire M Hubbard Foundation
Mary Daugherty and F. Joseph Daugherty, 

M.D.

$10,000+
The Estate of Bonnie White
Caruthers Family Foundation
D F Dillon Foundation
Sue Barlow
William B. Cutts
Lincoln Community Foundation
Don and Judy Brockmeier
Julie M. Schroeder
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.
Dan and Carol Lindstrom
Steve and Lisa Murray
Halley and Chad Kruse
James and Kathleen McKenzie
Drs. Michael and Janice Smith
Linda Roos
Kathryn Benzel
Linda K. Miller

Stanley M. Truhlsen Family Foundation
Pegler Family Foundation
Herbert and Marian Weston Foundation
The Fink Family Foundation

$5,000+
Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s Outdoor Fund
Trixie and David Schmidt
Rogers Foundation
Marilyn and David Moore
Mary Claridge
John and Nancy Becker
Bonnie White
Elizabeth Ihrig
Rich and Karen Vierk
Becky and Mike Evers
Besty Secor
Angela and Tim Kaliban
Helen T. Arnold
Richard and Lisa Reichman
Richard and Dee Lawrence
Linda R. Brown
Ms. Katheryn Russi
Pamela Bergmann and John Duffy
Duncan Family Trust
Olsson Family Foundation
Audubon Society of Omaha
J. A. Woollam Foundation
Mosby Lincoln Foundation
Platte River Recovery Implementation 

Program
Geoff Kronik and Imin Lee
Mrs. Joyce F. Fleming

$1,000+
Steve and Jude Martindale

Diana Nevins
Allen Freye
Janette and Alan Stanek
Catha Loomis and Mary Anne Joyce
Debra Burg
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium
Liz and Nick Lange
Judy and Jeff Greenwald
Bill and Michelle Cita
Dr. Diane Gilles and Dr. Stephen C. Johnson
Wachiska Audubon Society
Chris and Art Zygielbaum
Maxine E. Mandell
Bill and Autumn Taddicken
Neal and Deb Ratzlaff
Charles Jones Jr.
Denton and Ann Weichman
Carylann Mucha
Julie Hindmarsh
Juan Paolo Ramirez
Bruce and Barbara Johnson
Marion Freeman and Corson Ellis
Donlan Foundation
Bob and Candy Campbell
Chris and Vicki Sommerich
Matt and Lori Ashmore
Jackie Hauptman
Rup and Biss Nitschke
Katherine Putensen
Svingen Family Trust
Lael Greenfield and Janet Wright
Susan Hazelwood
Donald and Judy Bishop
Greg and Dina Wingfield
Union Bank & Trust Company
Will and Lois Sheehan



Robert and Jo Anne Bettenhausen
Tom and Sue Tallman
Bruce Wendorff
Wildcat Audubon Society
Pheasants Forever, Inc
Pamela Zambelli
Lyle and Joyce Vannier
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Community Services Fund of Nebraska
Mrs. LaJean Firminhac
John Heineman
Scott and Nancy Stuckey
Jacy and Darrell Dunham
David Rabenau
Deb and Charles Knudsen
Roger Beck
Dr. Adel Korkor
Ameritas Life Insurance Corp.
Assurity Life Insurance Co.
Alice Sittler
Bill and Rosemary Draeger
Sue and David Skidmore
Rachael Sitz
Charles and Marylin Bicak
Kiwanis Club Foundation of Lincoln
Kathryn and David Dobrinic
Lawrence Burman
David Clark & Jay Conrad
Doug and Marcie Holmes
Stan and Carol Dart
Jonathan Nikkila
Deb Wingfield
David Wiebe
Nancy McGregor-Jader and Andy Jader
Robert Pricer
Denise Wiemer

Clint and Patricia Jones
Brad and Karen Bigelow
Anna W. Riggs & John A. Riggs IV
Wild Bird Habitat Store
Bill and Jeanne Ross
Anne Jones
Hillary Campbell
Carol Wahl
Wonkyung Byon
Scott and Sue Bulfinch
Linda and Thomas Warren
Kay Hodnett
Tye & Rowling PC LLO
James Krogmeier
Teresa McHargue
Lynn and Dana Roper
Patti Peterson
Regina Phelps
Debra Japp
Chris Wright
Joan E. Adam
Michael and Carol Schlegel
Dorothy and Ron Schafer
Dean and Jenny Fischer
William and Kathleen Stevens
Gary and Vicki Mierau
David Svingen
Stephen and Jennifer Homan
Robert and Diane Mutchie
Patricia Punelli
Marilyn Rishel
Kirby and Mary Zicafoose
Nancy Furey
Ronald Ellermeier
Robin McClendon and Thomas Wingard
John M. Campbell
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11 Audubon Nebraska

Colin and Sandra Kavanagh
Deborah Buhro
Bridget Barron
Emilie and David Ellingson
Deborah Arends
Dudley and Barb Friskopp
Linda Anderson
Bettenhausen Family Foundation
Amy L. Scott Family Foundation
Susan and Rob Ahlschwede
The Great Platte River Road Archway Museum
Kyla McGregor
Sarah Disbrow and David Wishart
Troy Brockmeier

$500+
Pat Carrier
Mary Kay Shanahan & Nick Dimas
Bailey and Mark Feit
Mr. William H. Browne III
Neva Pruess
Tammy and Steve Russell
Dan and Tamara Sloan
Don Umstadter and Rachel Simpson
John Janovy, Jr.
David Clark Framing
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Leslie and Jon Abegglen
Andy Gersten
Wadene Hall
William Blohm
Rob and Susan Ahlschwede
Walter Martin
Ruth Stearns and Mike Mattson
Miriam Karmel
Sandra Swanson
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Our Supporters (Continued)
Robert Heyd
Margaret Berry
Robert Hess
James and Sandy Gallentine
Jane Holtzclaw
Susan Hild
Mari Lane and John Gewecke 
Cathy Iberg
Nancy and Larry Forsberg
Greg and Judith Linder
Brian and Jane Moody
Rae Ellen Syverson and Carl Wolfe
William Coe
Andy and Katie Kafka
Nathan Duffy
Gary and Ortrud Hauptli
Cynthia Tinkham-Shepherd and Conner 

Shepherd
Kay Rewerts
Gregory Newport
David and Jerilyn Grace Morris
Mary Klein
Sharon Mohatt and Roger Reinhardt
Jane Stricker
Meghan Sittler and Molly Murphy
Darrell and Jane Teply
Mike and Julia Tye
Shari Miller
Nebraskaland Bank
Jack Mallek
Gail Mayo
Anita Udayamurthy
Rae Domke
Carol Dey
Royal Engineered Composites
Judith A. Patrick

Lisa Kuehl
Meridel Bowen
Loi Nguyen
David Sitzman
James Smigie
Tracy Lewandowski
Jacqueline Lindahl
Dan and Jaime Lane
Carol Litchfield
Charles and Vicki Schaepler
Greta Leach and Beth Barry
Gale and Becky Breed
Edward Taddicken
Britton Bailey
Gary and Jan Small
Joseph Barsugli
Gale and Julie Pokorny
Ms. Carolyn J. Hall
Thornton and Sue Jordan
David and Rachel Andrews
Richard and Jean Patton
Laura Sweets
Cecil Bykerk
Doreen Downs
Stephen and Cydny Martin
Brenda Richmond
Carr E. Heaney
Paul and Terri Johnson
Ralph and Vicki Tate
Suzannah Harding Spencer
George Wolf
Ronald Buege Family
Rick and Susan Windle
Elizabeth Bolich
Susan and Chuck Wilson
Central Platte Natural Resources District

Lisa Romano
Pinnacle Bank
Elaine Roberts and Michael Bowie
Dr. Raymond Chollet and Barbara Wright-

Chollet
Janis Dial-Jones
Arlys and Ken Reitan
Kimberly Kracman
Charles West
Gerry and Kit Dimon
Martha Eubanks
Mr. and Mrs. Don and Judy Dworak
Dale Langford
Skoog Charitable Fund
James and Julie Pittenger
Richard and Christy Hargeshemier
Dr. Mark Brodkey
Laurie Sorkin
Marcia Sullivan
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Financials
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Kristal Stoner, Executive Director
Lizzy Gilbert, Director of Development
Melissa Amarawardana, Communications 

Manager
Melissa Mosier, Program Manager, Platte 

River Initiative
Stephen Brenner, Avian Biologist
Bill Sellers, NE Range Ecologist
Cat Henning, Development Associate

Rich Vierk, Chair
Tala Awada
John Becker
Mary Daugherty
Mike Forsberg
Liz Lange
Carol Lindstrom
Dan Lindstrom
Jonathan Nikkila
Theresa Pella
Trixie Schmidt
Lisa Smith
Chris Sommerich
Denton Weichman
Robert Wells

11205 Wright Circle, Suite #210, Omaha, NE 
68144
(531) 867-3128 
www.ne.audubon.org

Who We Are & Where We Are
Nebraska State Office - Omaha Rowe Sanctuary

Bill Taddicken, Director
Soncey Kondrotis, Operations Manager
Beka Yates, Education Manager
Cody Wagner, Conservation Program 

Manager
Anne Winkel, Senior Outreach Coordinator
Catherine Worley, Senior Coordinator
Amanda Hegg, Conservation Program 

Associate

Audubon Nebraska Board Rowe Sanctuary Board
Carol Lindstrom, Chair, 
Jonathan Nikkila, Chair-Elect
Leslie Abegglen
Kate Benzel
Ed Berglund 
Pamela Bergmann
Troy Brockmeier
Stan Dart
Dudley Friskopp
Jacy Dunham
Ben Hirschfeld
Steve Martindale
Heidi Neverve 
Curt Ott
Chris Sommerich

44450 Elm Island Rd, Gibbon, NE 68840
(308) 468-5282
email: rowesanctuary@audubon.org
www.rowe.audubon.org

Spring Creek Prairie
Meghan Sittler, Director
Kevin Poague, Operations Manager
Jason St. Sauver, Senior Education 

Manager
Ed Hubbs, Habitat & Private Lands 

Manager
Cacey Wilken, Conservation Field 

Technician
Matt Harvey, Project Assistant

Spring Creek Prairie Board
Liz Lange, Chair
John Becker, Chair-Elect
Greta Leach, Secretary
Brianne Bayer
Judy Carter
John Heineman
Jeff Jewell
Austin Klingenberg
Halley Kruse
Bailey Feit
Marilyn Moore
Chris Sommerich
Jane Stricker

11700 SW 100 St, Denton, NE 68339
(402) 797-2301
email: scp@audubon.org
www.springcreek.audubon.org



Audubon Society of Omaha
PO Box 3542, Omaha, NE 68103
(402) 445-4138
www.audubon-omaha.org

UNO Audubon Student Conservation Chapter
https://www.facebook.com/UNOAudubon

Wachiska Audubon Society
4547 Calvert St, Suite 10, Lincoln, NE 68506
(402) 486-4846
office@wachiskaaudubon.org
www.wachiskaaudubon.org
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Local Chapters

Audubon Nebraska depends on the generous 
donations of conservationists like you!

This adorable Rock Wren was spotted at Spring Creek Prairie in 
the fall - for the first time in over a decade!

Checks and Money Orders can be mailed directly 
to the centers or in the enclosed envelope.

Donate Today!




