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J.Arthur Anderson/Audubon Photography Awards
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AUDUBON GREAT PLAINS

LETTER FROM
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

KRISTAL STONER

For some, tis the season of Seven Swimming Swans,
Six Geese, Four Calling Birds, Three French Hens, Two
Turtle Doves, and a Partridge in a pear tree. Those of
us in the Great Plains are probably more likely to see
red Northern Cardinals representing winter holidays.
Our migratory favorites, such as the Dark-eyed Junco
and Pygmy Nuthatches can be spied at feeders and
nesting in our own backyards.

The National Audubon Society is developing a
science-based, Hemisphere-wide strategic plan,
knowns as our “Flight Plan”, that will guide our work
for the next five years.

Under the “Flight Plan" strategies are in place to
protect critical bird habitat, increase our capacity for
renewable energy, develop climate-resilience projects,
advocate for ‘Healthy bird, healthy planet’ policies,
and grow our community through meaningful
outreach and relationships. In the Great Plains, we’ve
been mapping out how we can support these efforts,
especially with our understanding of agriculture, the
unique properties of our grassland ecosystem, and
our network of important bird habitat and migratory
hot spots.

This past year, the most visible impacts of our Elevate
Nebraska campaign are, of course, renovations at
Rowe Sanctuary and the 310-acre expansion at Spring
Creek Prairie. Rowe’s renovation will nearly double
the size of the Visitor’s Center and provide much-
needed amenities for our staff and volunteers, as well
as providing a year-round community gathering
space. Beyond accessible outdoor bathrooms and
outdoor lighting, Spring Creek Prairie will be restoring
the new land addition and developing the trails that
will connect us to Lincoln’s Prairie Corridor.

Another big win for our team this year included
passing a major milestone in South Dakota: enrolling
over 129,000 acres in the Audubon Conservation
Ranching initiative. We are also making investments in
expanding programs across all three states. The
Urban Woods and Prairies Initiative has grown in
North Dakota, and we are bringing it to South Dakota
and Nebraska. This year, we enrolled 15 new UWP
sites, including seven in Jamestown, six pollinator
plots in Fargo, and one native prairie in Minot.
Through these expansions we have grown our
partnerships and community through volunteer
planting opportunities.

We are very grateful to our volunteers, our partners,
and our many supporters who help us thrive in the
Great Plains.

2023 ANNUAL REPORT | 3
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Buckthorn removal at an Urban Woods and Prairie nature park in Fargo-Moorhead.
Amanda Booher/Audubon Great Plains
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“l am inspired by:birds beeause
they encourage me, as the poet
Mary Oliver says, to
Pay attention. Be astonished.
Tell about it.”
Birds connect me to the natural

world - not only what's happening

in it but to it as well.”

Sandra Holbrook
Fargo-Moorhead Audubon Society

AUDUBON GREAT PLAINS

SUPPORTER
SPOTLIGHTS

LIZ CONMY & DAN LINDSTROM
CO-CHAIR’S AUDUBON GREAT PLAINS BOARD

e La s Women’s Birding Group. Sandra Holl

Amanda Booher/Audubon

Welcome to the new Audubon Great Plains, the result
of merging Audubon Dakota and Audubon Nebraska
this past year. The new region combines our
respective boards and staff, and is an excellent
example of how we humans can adapt to change; not
unlike our threatened bird populations. With shared
grasslands, ecosystems, and flyways, we can more
nimbly adapt innovative programs that benefit
landowners, communities, and our environment.

Sharing a common purpose--preserving birds and
their habitat--made merging the two teams of
professional staff seamless. Their dedication,
experiences, and shared accomplishments provide a
base from which we can expand Audubon Great
Plains successful programs and implement new
initiatives.

As co-chairs of the Audubon Great Plains Advisory
Board, we are privileged to have a front row seat to
the collaborative efforts of Audubon staff as they
work with landowners, ranchers, and communities to
preserve essential bird habitat. We invite you to join
us--volunteer, contribute, and explore all that
Audubon Great Plains has to offer as we work to
connect people with nature and empower them to
protect it, for all of us.
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BIRD REPORT

TRACKING MOTUS RECIEVERS
BIRDS AND 14 5

North Dakota South Dakota

MAPPING
MIGRATIONS 9

Nebraska
Why a hemispheric network matters: N
migratory birds need safe places |
throughout their thousand-male journeys. |

Twice a year, hundreds of bird species migrate
more than 3,000 miles from northern Canada to
the Gulf of Mexico and central America. Research
partnerships like the Migratory Bird Explorer allow
us to collect tracking data covering all 3,000 of

8 /4
. . L
those miles.

These Motus tracking devices are small enough to be carried by birds like
Harris’s Sparrows weighing less than two ounces.

Scientists like, Stephen Brenner, Audubon Great
Plains Avian Biologist, use multiple methods to
track individual birds and map migratory patterns.
The most accurate way to track animals is with a
GPS tracking device, but these are often expensive
and only work with a limited number of larger
species. New innovations using some of the oldest
tracking technology has opened up exciting new
avenues for unprecedented research into amazing
animal migrations.

Motus - Latin for ‘movement’ - is a
radio telemetry tracking system that
collects data on individual animals
whenever a tracking device comes

within range of a receiver.
o Centralized database
« Animal detection
« Researchers coordinate to share data
« Assists in migration mapping

Data collected from Rowe Sanctuary Motus Tower in Gibbon, Nebraska

We can also track smaller species from the Motus
network with equally impressive migrations, like the
This network is especially valuable for many Veery, traveling from southern British Columbia
migratory species that are too small to carry GPS through Rowe Sanctuary to complete its journey in
devices, like sparrows, thrushes, and warblers. southern Panama.
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Spring Creek Prairie Land Celebration. Jennifer Heywood

“We believe inthe
importance of creating a
lasting impact on the
environment and providing
future generations the
opportumtz to cherish and
connect with thisinvaluable

plece of nature.”
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AUDUBON GREAT PLAINS

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT

JUDY AND JEFF GREENWALD

DONORS

Ask me why | became involved at Spring Creek Prairie When Jeff and | came to the nature center to meet with

Audubon Center, and I'll tell you that in the beginning, Meghan Sittler, Director of Spring Creek Prairie, and

it was a way to memorialize my late father, Paul Audubon Development Director Lizzy Gilbert, we

Brauch. Growing up in Lincoln, Nebraska, | learned reviewed maps of the property under consideration. As

early on from my father that the natural world around we did this, | began to realize that this property

us is brimming with fascinating flora and fauna; all we represented a meaningful way to create more

have to do is pay attention. Those experiences being contiguous habitat. The opportunity to extend Spring

outdoors have influenced who my husband, Jeff, and | Creek’s existing Prairie Corridor Trail across the

are at our core. So, it follows that we want to support property line and closer to the Denton Trailhead

efforts to preserve precious spaces and educate folks inspired us to move forward with the donation.

who are venturing onto the prairie, perhaps for the This place has become so special not only to the people

first time. Jeff and | have worn many hats at Spring of Denton but to Lincoln and other surrounding

Creek Prairie over its 25-year history: board members, communities too. We are thrilled the public has access

donors, volunteers, stewards. to such a treasure. The decision to make a significant
donation stemmed from our deep commitment to

Recently, we made our largest investment yet in preserving and expanding the critical habitat of Spring

Spring Creek Prairie by providing a portion of the Creek Prairie. We believe in the importance of creating a

funds needed for Audubon to acquire an additional lasting impact on the environment and providing future

310 acres of virgin prairie and woodland adjacent to generations the opportunity to cherish and connect with

Spring Creek. this invaluable piece of nature.
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AUDUBON GREAT PLAINS

SUPPORTER
SPOTLIGHTS

CHRISTINE PRESCOTT-JACOBSEN
AUDUBON SOCIETY OF OMAHA

As an Audubon Chapter Leader, my passion is fueled
by a deep commitment to conservation, driven by
the urgent need to protect and preserve our avian
friends and their habitats.

Connecting with nature and fostering a community of
fellow bird enthusiasts enhances this drive, making
birdwatching a powerful tool for both education and
advocacy, inspiring others to join the vital mission of
safeguarding our diverse bird species and the
ecosystems they inhabit.

PATTY GEIST
VOLUNTEER AT ROWE SANCTUARY

Why do | volunteer at Rowe Sanctuary? | don’t have a
degree in Biology, I’'m not an Ornithologist. I'm not an
educator. I’'m an average person who is completely happy
in the company of nature and | want future generations to
experience that same great joy.

A bald eagle flying overhead. Playing tag with a great blue
heron when kayaking the river. The quiet flight of an owl.
Seeing the river otters’ playful antics. The unmistakable
sound of the Sandhill Cranes.

As a local volunteer | assist with Owl Prowl, Butterfly
Tagging, Seed Harvest, and Blues on the Banks. | educate
and entertain in the guise of Sandy, beloved mascot of the
Sandhill Crane migration. And as a Master Naturalist I am
always learning about what more can be done to promote
a sustainable diverse ecosystem. Without smart
conservation practices, the great Sandhill Crane Migration
might, someday, only be a memory.

Rowe Sanctuary offers visitors the opportunity to immerse
oneself in the great outdoors, forget staring at a screen
and appreciate life around you. Living creatures that don’t
think past survival and joy. Together we can make a
positive difference. Get off your device, be still and
experience what’s outside.

| love to share my passion and quirky sense of humor with
others, always hoping it will be contagious.
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FLIGHT PLAN

What the World
Needs Now

Audubon is responding to the greatest
challenges facing birds, including those that
threaten people and the planet too. We
remain focused on birds because we know
their collective health reflects the health of
our planet. What’s good for birds is good for
the Earth.

MISSION
Audubon protects birds and the places they
need, today and tomorrow.

GUIDING STAR

A future where birds thrive across the
Americas because Audubon is a powerful,
diverse, and ever-growing force for
conservation.

PURPOSE

When we create conditions for birds to thrive,
we create conditions for people and

the planet to thrive, too.

BENDING THE BIRD CURVE

The Strategic Plan orients all of Audubon
toward achieving a singular Guiding Star:
halting, and ultimately reversing, the
precipitous decline of birds across the
Americas.

The Veery completes an epic annual migration of
3,600 miles across the Americas, and that route is
growing longer as a warming climate drives its
breeding grounds farther from the equator. '

Veery. Frank Lehman/AudubOﬁ”'ﬁﬁmw',
4 & 2 .
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Artist Jamie Horter created an artistic outline of the conversationfas it happened.
MeIissWaradana/Audubon Great Plains

WHAT DRIVES US: WE ARE ELEVATING THREE STRATEGIC DRIVERS—FORCES
THAT IMPACT OUR STRATEGY—THROUGHOUT ALL ASPECTS OF THIS PLAN.

A HEMISPHERIC APPROACH TO BIRD EQUITY, DIVERSITY, INCLUSION, AND
CONSERVATION directs our work to the places BELONGING (EDIB) is fundamental to our
where birds need us the most. It recognizes that organizational culture and how we partner. We
the majority of bird species in the Americas will build a more equitable future where
migrate annually between Canada, the United engaging across differences is embraced and
States, Latin America, and the Caribbean. celebrated.
Audubon’s programs will be like the birds—
unencumbered by political boundaries and Audubon can be a leader in this space, forging
seamlessly integrated across the Western a community that looks like the Americas—with
Hemisphere. the collective strength to change things for the
better.

CLIMATE CHANGE poses fundamental challenges
to traditional conservation approaches. The
impacts of climate change directly threaten two-
thirds of bird species and exacerbate other key
threats. We will consider how climate change will
continue to impact everything we do—business as
usual will not suffice.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

WITH A GREAT REGION
COMES GREAT OPPORTUNITY

Reconnecting Communities with Nature in the Dakotas
By Amanda Booher, Communications Manager

The Great Plains region covers the breeding ground HEMISPHERIC

and habitat of three states, each offering a different As part of the broader National Audubon Society
landscape of opportunity with our various partners,  network, we recognize the importance of our work
sponsors, and educational focus. Our reach is visible  beyond boundaries. This year, our Working Lands

on a local, regional, and hemispheric scale. Program Manager, Josh Lefers, presented on the
North Dakota Conservation Forage Program at the
national America’s Grassland Conference, connecting
the importance of our work protecting prairie
grasslands for species like the Upland Sandpiper.

LOCAL AND REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS IN

THE DAKOTAS

Among over 50 outreach events hosted in the both
states, over the past year our team has worked hard
to:

« Provide enriching opportunities for our U P L AN D S AN D P I P E R

volunteer network

N ! 4
« Educate a diverse community through field _'Q\_ O
trips and workshops = \€ 8 4 /
« Celebrate important milestones % O
« Provide once in a life-time opportunities to
connect bird-lovers with the magic that

happens in the Great Plains

Directly benefit from acres restored

EDUCATION & WORKSHOPS
« Prairies and Pollinators: Women in

Conservation, with 25 women in attendance,

we provided a space to connect and exchange M Zle Jjourney f rom .breedmg .
§r0unds to wintering grounds in

ideas, while also highlighting the vital role of
pollinators and prairies*

« Annual Winter and Spring Birding Festival

« Nature Walk and Indigenous Language Talk:
An immersive experience in birding and plant
species education*

outh America each migration.

CELEBRATIONS & MILESTONES

« Birds and Hors D’oeuvres: Wings Over Water
Hosted a private screening of the
documentary that tells the story of the epic
journeys of three amazing bird families - the
Sandhill Crane, the Yellow Warbler and the
Mallard Duck.

« Celebrated the outstanding dedication and
service of Fred and Carol Martin, beloved
caretakers of Audubon’s Edward M. Brigham

Upland Sandpiper. Deborah Drain/Audubon Photography Awards
Il Sanctuary. *Indicates an equity, diversity, inclusion, and belonging focused event
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Urban Woods and Prairies

Enhancement practices aimed at providing high %uality
habitat for our local bird and wildlife species, while also
encouraging community members to explore.

SITES ENROLLED

= 170
" ACRES ADDED

The Pollinator Plots Project

PART OF THE URBAN WOODS AND PRAIRIE INITIATIVE

\_;I(;Iﬂ.N(T)EERS

e - UV
» NATIVE PLANTS
% 81.45

:QE ACRES RESTORED

~ LEK VIEWING
OO BIRDERS
A pilot experience in partnership with Pheasants

Forever giving birders a unique opportunity to
experience the magic of lekking on the Great Plains.

64

LARK BIRDERS

Participated in the Lark Women’s Birding
events, exploring nature across North Dakota.*
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HABITAT CONSERVATION

RESTORING GRASSLANDS

Focusing on prescribed fire as a conservation tool

By Amanda Booher, Communications Manager

Through a combination of educational initiatives, The North Dakota Prescribed Fire Co-operative (ND Fire
hands-on workshops, and the appointment of a Co-op) was established in partnership with Audubon
dedicated Prescribed Burn Coordinator in North Great Plains, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Dakota, Audubon Great Plains and partners are Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, North Dakota

committed to raising awareness and understanding Game and Fish, Ducks Unlimited, PheasanFs Forever, and
The Nature Conservancy as a way to provide resources
and expertise on the importance of prescribed burns.

PRESCRIBED FIRE HIGHLIGHTS

« Hired North Dakota’s first Prescribed Burn
Coordinator

o Hosted prescribed fire workshop with live burn
demonstration in partnership with USGS at the
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center

« Presented at and supported two fire schools in

of the invaluable role prescribed fire plays as a
habitat management tool.

In the past year, Audubon Great Plains crafted a
comprehensive communications strategy aimed at
delivering three essential messages that emphasize
the significance of controlled burns in grassland
management to build awareness of this critical
habitat management tool:

o South Dakota
DEFEND YOUR . ; . i ;
GRASSLANDS Provided advanced training fire workshop in North
Dakota

PROMOTE SPECIES

DIVERSITY

BURN WITH

CONFIDENCE

“\7.

wPrescribed fireworkshop in Jathestown,
“ ‘Amanda Bogher/Audubon Great Plain
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Working Lands

As farms and cities in the central United States flourished, prairie
grasses disappeared. Tallgrass prairie is now among our most
endangered habitats—only about 4 percent remains. Grassland
birds have shown the most sustained population declines of any
bird group in North America.

Audubon partners with ranchers and producers who own
remaining grasslands to develop habitat management that
benefits grassland birds while sustaining the livelihoods of the
ranchers and producers.

\ll

_O_

E%g; ACRES RESTORED

65,715

NORTH DAKOTA

7,417
3,018
55,280

Prairie Management Toolbox
Conservation Forage Program
Audubon Conservation Ranching*

146,607

SOUTH DAKOTA

Prairie Management Toolbox
Audubon Conservation Ranching*

29,741

NEBRASKA

Audubon Conservation Ranching*

17,257
129,350

27,346

GRAZED oN

AUDUBON
CERTIFIED

BIRD FRIENDLY LAND

Each ranch is managed for bird habitat according to a
set of protocols, including general habitat protocols
that apply to all sites, regional protocols, and ranch-
specific management requirements. Each rancher
works with a Range Ecologists to adopt a Habitat
Management Plan that is uniquely developed to
address site-specific habitat goals and bird
conservation opportunities.

*Indicates actively enrolled acres with continuous habitat
management support from working lands staff.
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BUILDING COMMUNITY

Tastes in the Tallgrass at Sgring Creek Prairie. Photo: Brady Karg/A

TASTES IN THE TALLGRASS

Immersed in the Prairie

By Melissa Amarawardana, Communications Manager

This year marks 25 years of conservation at Spring
Creek Prairie. We celebrated throughout the year,
culminating in a record-breaking “Tastes in the
Tallgrass” fundraiser and a “fence cutting” to celebrate
our new addition. We also set a new record on the tenth
annual “Give to Lincoln Day” - having set a goal of
raising $25k for our 25th Anniversary, we exceeded that
goal and raised more than $36,000.

This Fall, we purchased 310 acres of prairie that will
connect SCPAC with Lincoln’s Prairie Corridor, a
network connecting city parks and public spaces with
over 157 miles of trails and connected habitat. Now the
work begins. This land has never been plowed, but has
been grazed, like other parts of the property. Over the
next year we will be surveying the birds and wildlife,
removing several invasive cedar trees, and planning
new paths. We hope to open new trails by summertime.

Our Prairie Immersion program for local fourth graders
now reaches all of Lincoln Public Schools, giving them a
chance to learn by exploration and first-hand
experience. The prairie’s outdoor classroom allows
students to learn which features distinguish Nebraska'’s
natural heritage from other ecosystems, and we help
students discover differences among ponds, wetlands,
streams, and springs as well as the bur oak woodlands
and tallgrass prairie. Students develop stronger
observation skills, an understanding of the scientific
methods used to investigate habitats and adaptations,
and substantial problem-solving skills. We also integrate
parts of history curriculum, how our human experience
is integrated into the landscape, whether their roots are
Native American, pioneer, or today’s local rancher.

We also expanded our educational programs geared
towards adults. Many of the participants in our “Climate
and Culture” event were teachers, motivated to attend
by a desire to better connect their curriculum with the
next generations greatest challenges. Panelists included
Nebraska’s state Climatologist, Martha Durr, Lincoln’s
Chief Conservation Officer Kim Morrow, local
landowners, and members of native communities. Panel
and group conversations addressed multiple facets of
how our ecosystem and climate affect our way of life,
from what we value to how we overcome challenges as
a community.

Thank you to our 70 volunteers who put in
1,154 hours of work to support educational
and celebratory events, provide access to
the nature center, and assisted in site
restoration.

Finally, we completed a large habitat building so we can
provide training, planning space, and store equipment
for our work with the Tri-County Prescribed Burn
Association.

At Audubon Great Plains we prioritize restoring native
habitats, so that birds and wildlife doesn’t just return,
they thrive.



Spring Creek Prairie Highlights

310

ACRES EXPANDED

Purchase of land North of Spring
Creek Prairie to expand trails and
habitat for wildlife and the
community. Trails expected to be
open in April of 2024.

A 4,010

ON-SITE PROGRAM

O O ATTENDEES

Joined at one of our 31 on-site
programs including workshops, field
trips, and celebrations.

J
K7 3,079

VISITORS

Welcomed in the visitor center to
explore the 850 acres of native
tallgrass prairie, wetlands and ponds,
and the diverse array of birds and
wildlife.

O 2,866

[O rQ‘ 03 OFF SITE PROGRAM

08F0 ofT0 oF  ATTENDEES

Participated in one of our 18 off-site
opportunities including bird outings,
public gatherings, and educational
experiences.

" Audubon and the Indian Center celebrated together with music, dance,
food, arts, kids games and activities, and more during the Return of the
Thunderbirds celebration on Saturday, April 1, 2023, at Indian Center
' Inc. Photo: Brady Karg/Audubon Great Plains
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HABITAT CONSERVATION

REMEMBERING TO LOOK UP

Gary _Grossman/A dubon Photography Awards

AL

BEFORE WE LOOK AHEAD

Where birds thrive, people prosper.

By Amanda Hegg, Senior Conservation Program Associate at Rowe Sanctuary

As we near the end of 2023, we gaze up at the skies for
reminders of our guiding purpose - the cranes - and
reflect on what it means to us during a time of change at
Rowe Sanctuary.

The biannual return of familiar bugles in the sky are
reminders of a migration that has endured for thousands
of years, one which we are privileged to continue to
witness and delight in sharing with people from around
the world. In the past year, we provided virtual and on-
site crane viewing experiences to nearly 6,000
participants and engaged over 2,000 people with crane-
focused talks and programs.

Watching Sandhill Cranes soar together in groups helps
us to understand that we navigate better when we have
support. With the help from 71 volunteers we were able
to provide crane-viewing experiences at full capacity for
one of our most successful crane seasons yet.

Crane season culminated with a celebration and
groundbreaking event, marking the beginning of Rowe’s
capital expansion project.

Thanks to support from those who contributed to our campaign,
construction is underway with exciting improvements on the
2024 horizon such as new interpretive exhibits and signage, an
educational addition, a conference room and multipurpose
space, expansion of the Great Hall, and an overlook deck and
boardwalk along the river.

If we really pay attention to a crane in flight, we can notice
behaviors that give us clues about how they experience the
world. What might our sanctuary, and the greater Platte River
Valley, look like through their eyes? At Rowe, we are tasked
with adopting this “high altitude” perspective that
contextualizes our work and sanctuary within the broader
setting of the Platte River Valley and guides our land and river
management work, partnerships with stakeholders, education
programs, and long-term goals to protect our priority species
and the places they need now and in the future.

We look forward to building upon a strong legacy of
conservation at Rowe Sanctuary in the upcoming year, with
our eyes towards the sky as a reminder of the importance of
our mission and the lessons we can learn from a crane during
this wonderful migration.



ELEVATE | AUouson nesraska

Part of a comprehensive $750 million national
campaign, Elevate Nebraska is a call to action to
protect birds, and in so doing, to protect our way of
life and the landscapes we love across our state.

We developed investment plans for five areas of our
work:

1.Capital Expansion at our Centers
2.Statewide Programs

3.Working Lands Programs

4. Platte River Initiative

5.Legacy Gifts

Our statewide programs include funding for
conservation and stewardship, education programs,
the Platte River Initiative, and Working Lands
programs.

Board Members, Donors, and Local Leaders break ground.
Photo: Luke Franke/Audubon

O

ur Reach at Rowe

Engaged in crane-
focused public talks
and programs.

Joined on-site or
virtually for a crane

viewing experience.

N\

With the support of volunteers we were grateful to
offer crane tours at full capacity. One of our most
successful seasons yet!

VIEWS ON OUR CRANE CAMERA

ON EXPLORE.ORG
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HABITAT CONSERVATION

PROTECTING THE PLATTE RIVER

A critical nesting site and a stopover point for birds migrating through the

Central Flyway

By Melissa Mosier, Platte River Program Manager

Broadened our capacity to do work for the Platte River and communities along it by developing
new partnerships, including:

Working with the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
and the City of North Platte on potential Urban
Woods & Prairies Projects

Collaborating with NASA’s DEVELOP Program in
the use of remote sensing data to identify areas
that would benefit from green infrastructure
Connecting with conservation organizations that
work in the western portion of the Platte River
Basin in order to address ecological needs that
stretch across state lines

Participated as an environmental representative
in the months-long Upper Platte River Basin
Drought Contingency Plan stakeholder process
Collaborated with VESPR partners to fund of an
engineering study of the North Platte
Chokepoint, which revealed new potential
solutions for restoring ecologically important
flows to the central Platte River

« Worked with the Playa Lakes Joint Venture on a
social science study that explored the relationship
that North Platte, NE, community members have
to the North and South Platte Rivers

« Assisted Keep North Platte and Lincoln County
Beautiful with summer Kids Klub activities that
got local children in the water to learn about the
aquatic life that depend on the Platte River

Disked 250 acres

of sandbars in the Platte River at Rowe to

provide better habitat and sediment mobility
for our braided river ecosystem.

« Participated on the Platte-Republican Interface
panel discussion for the Nebraska Water Leaders
Academy

« Following weeks of summer drought conditions,
celebrated the water’s fortuitous return to the
river’s channel at Rowe in September



Financials
Great Plains Revenue

(Dakotas and Nebraska combined)

Other o B o Corporations
1.8% 2.2%
Investments Earned Income

9.7% 9.6%

Individuals Foundations
18.4%
Grants
36.2%

Dakotas Revenue
Other —__ Corporations
1.8% 1.5%

Investments Foundations

9.5%
Individuals

2.3%
Grants
62.4%
Nebraska Revenue
Other [ o Corporations
1.7% / 2.9%

Earned Income

Investments

Foundations

Individuals 15.3%
38.6%
Grants
13.9%

Revenue Nebraska Dakota
Bequests $17,650.00 $ -
Corporations $85,428.00  $38,226.00
Earned Income $513,850.00  $14,032.00
Foundations $456,274.00 $554,993.00
Grants $413,390.00 $1,579,541.00
Individuals $1,148,186.00  $58,425.00
Investment Earnings $291,293.00 $241,008.00
Other $52,043.00  $46,465.00
Totals $2,978,114.00 $2,532,690.00
Great Plains Total Revenue:
$5,510,804.00
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Great Plains Expenses

(Dakotas and Nebraska combined)

Buildings > o Fundraising
11.7% 5.5%
Platte River

13.0%

Community

5.1%

Bird Friendly
9.2%
Climate
3.3%

Habitat

Buildings o R Fundraising
5.6% 0.0%
Community
1.0%
Bird Friendly
17.3%
Habitat
76.0%
Nebraska Expenses
Nebraska Expenses
Buildings —_— F”"drag's;f
16.7% o
Habitat
Platte River
23.4%
Community

8.3%

Bird Friendly

2.6% I
Dakota Expenses

Fundraising $825
Habitat Conservation $1,816,875
Bird Friendly Communities $414,266
Community Programs and Camps $24,107
Buildings Administration $134,453
Nebraska Expenses

Fundraising $294,685
Habitat Conservation $989,021
Climate $177,035
Bird Friendly Communities $77,898
Community Programs and Camps $247,557
Platte River Initiative $695,910

Buildings and Administration $496,007

Climate
5.9%
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Our Supporters

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Acklie Charitable Foundation
D F Dillon Foundation

Claire M Hubbard Foundation

John and Elizabeth Lauritzen Foundation

Janice McGregor

In Memory of John Verne and Janet
McKenzie by their Children

Michael Tupper and Naseem Munshi

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous (1)

Explore.org, a direct charitable activity of

the Annenberg Foundation
Caruthers Family Foundation

Judy and Jeff Greenwald

Kearney Visitors Bureau

Donald & Lorena Meier Foundation
Metabolic Studio

Michael and Gail Yanney

$25,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous (2)

Lynn and Thomas Ashby
Don and Judy Brockmeier
Krishnan-Shah Foundation

The North Dakota Natural Resources Trust

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous (2)

Leslie and Jon Abegglen
Michael and Jo Baldwin

Sue Barlow

Dr. Robert J. and Kathi Bates
John and Nancy Becker

Bob and Candy Campbell
Corwin Automotive Group
Eugene and Tammey Frick
Hector Foundation

Ron and Beverly Jester
Richard and Judy Katz

Mr. Craig Larson

Steve and Lisa Murray

Marla Bouton and Roger Neil
lain G. and Margery A. Nicolson
James P. Sandrock

Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation
Drs. Michael and Janice Smith
Starion Bancorporation

Tom and Sue Tallman

Herbert T. Weston, Jr. and Marian S.
Weston Foundation

$5,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous (1)

Helen T. Arnold

Pamela Bergmann and John Duffy
Linda R. Brown

Debra and John Burg

Ronald Case

Cooper Foundation

Kathy Sayre and John Corbitt
Gary Fehr

The Fink Family Foundation

Mrs. Joyce F. Fleming

Thomas and Katherine Hutchens
Elizabeth lhrig

Catha Loomis and Mary Anne Joyce
Richard and Dee Lawrence
Mosby Lincoln Foundation

Dan and Carol Lindstrom
Maxine E. Mandell

Linda K. Miller

Cheryl Moncure

Marilyn and David Moore

Diana Nevins

Platte River Recovery Implementation
Program

Richard and Lisa Reichman

Linda Roos

Trixie and David Schmidt

Betsy Secor

Jeffrey Stone

Stanley M. Truhlsen Family Foundation
Tye Family Foundation

Rich and Karen Vierk

Deb Windfield

Greg and Dina Wingfield

In Memory of Phyllis and Owen Wingfield

$2,500 AND ABOVE
Anonymous (2)

Assurity Life Insurance Co.
Eagle Printing & Sign
Becky and Mike Evers

GIS & Human Dimensions, LLC
Give Nebraska

Mrs. R. Kay Horner

Dr. Diane Gilles and Dr. Stephen C. Johnson
Charles Jones Jr.

Angela and Tim Kaliban
Duane Kurapka

Liz and Nick Lange
Carylann Mucha

Beatrice and Kevin Olsen
Olsson Family Foundation
Otter Tail Corporation
Robert Pricer

Neal and Deb Ratzlaff

Gary and Jan Small

Chris and Vicki Sommerich
Bill and Autumn Taddicken
Wachiska Audubon Society
Chris and Art Zygielbaum

$1,000 AND ABOVE

Anonymous (13)

Rob and Susan Ahlschwede
Linda Anderson

Matt and Lori Ashmore

John H. Davidson and Cathy F. Beard
Roger Beck

Bettenhausen Family Foundation
Charles and Marylin Bicak

Brad and Karen Bigelow

Donald and Judy Bishop

Boulder County Audubon Society
Elaine Roberts and Michael Bowie
Deborah Buhro

Lawrence Burman

Hillary Campbell

Bill and Michelle Cita

Richard Coe

Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Liz Conmy

David Clark and Jay Conrad
Carole and Ward Curry

Stan and Carol Dart

Carol and Richard Deardorff
Donlan Foundation

Bill and Rosemary Draeger
Nathan Duffy

Emilie and David Ellingson
Marion Freeman and Corson Ellis
Bailey and Mark Feit

Mrs. LaJean Firminhac

Dean and Jenny Fischer

Sara Forhan

Glenn Friendt

Dudley and Barb Friskopp

Nancy and Bruce Furey

Paula and Cesar Guerrero
Richard and Christy Hargeshemier
John Heineman

Julie Hindmarsh

Vincent Holleran

Andrew Holmes

Susan Mason and Dave Van Horn
Humanities Nebraska

Nancy McGregor-Jader and Andy Jader
Ronda Jaeschke

John Janovy, Jr.

Debra Japp

Bruce and Barbara Johnson

Deb and Charles Knudsen

James Koelliker

Dr. Adel Korkor

Halley and Chad Kruse

Greta Leach and Beth Barry
Adam and Andrea Letheby
Shirley and Michael Marecak
Norris Marshall

John Martin

Gail Mayo

Kyla McGregor

Linda Hillegass and Jim McKee
Dr. Daniel and Mary McKinney
Gary and Vicki Mierau

Robert and Diane Mutchie

Debra and Mark Nicholson
Jonathan and Miriam Nikkila
Rup and Biss Nitschke

Becky Orr and Paul Oberbroeckling
Donna Opthoff

Patti Peterson

Neva Pruess

Alice and Donald Pulver

Patricia Punelli

Katherine Putensen

David Rabenau

Marilyn Rishel

Bill and Jeanne Ross

Dorothy and Ron Schafer

Amy L. Scott Family Foundation
Margaret Sharp

Marynelle Greene and Ned Sharp
Alice Sittler

Rachael Sitz

David Sitzman

Sue and David Skidmore

James Smigie

Shirley Sneve

Janette Stanek

William and Kathleen Stevens
Kristal Stoner

Scott and Nancy Stuckey

Bill and Joan Truhlsen

Union Bank & Trust Company
Lyle and Joyce Vannier

Carol Wahl

Bruce Wendorff

Sandra Wicks

Dr. David Wiebe

Susan and Chuck Wilson

Carlie Beach and Orion Wingfield
Christopher Wright

Lael Greenfield and Janet Wright
Pamela Zambelli

Kirby and Mary Zicafoose
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The Barry Foundation

Joseph Barsugli

Jo Bartikoski

Duane and Clare Baylor

Bell Bank

Ed and Mary Berglund

Mary Blackmore

William Blohm

Pat and Sam Boon

Marilou and Jerry Bork

Rebecca Boyd

Randy and Jan Bretz

Loel and Patty Pansing Brooks
Ronald Buege Family

Cecil Bykerk

Doug and Mary Campbell

John M. Campbell

Pamela and James Carrier
Central Platte Natural Resources District
Phyllis Christensen

Drew and Bethany Clark

Laurel Clark

Gary Crandall

Jacy and Darrell Dunham

Anne Gordon and John J. Czura Foundation
Janis Dial-Jones

Mary Kay Shanahan & Nick Dimas
Gerry and Kit Dimon

Kathryn and David Dobrinic

D-S Beverages, Inc.

Ronald Ellermeier

Dennis and Jo Erickson
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James Wiest and Marsha Fangmeyer
Gwen Fischer
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Jan Gerenstein

Andy Gersten

Dorine Gilmore

Nancy King and John Grady

Mark van Roojen and Jennifer Haley
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Thomas Hall
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Jerry and Tami Hellman

Paige Duncan and Jonathan Henning
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Jeffery and Linda Jacobsen
Becky Johnson

David Johnson

Paul and Terri Johnson
Thornton and Sue Jordan
Colin and Sandra Kavanagh
Mary Klein

Thomas and Barbara Kostohryz
Kimberly Kracman

Anne Lacy

Dan and Jaime Lane
Theresa Langan

Dale Langford

Alice Lauritzen

Diana Lind

Greg and Judith Linder
Carol Litchfield

Bonnie Marron

Stephen and Cydny Martin
Walter Martin

James and Kathleen McKenzie
Paul and Pam Meyer

Lynne Mills

Minden Exchange Bank & Trust Co.

Reshma Mongia

Brian and Jane Moody

Stanley Morgan

David and Jerilyn Grace Morris
Jim and Patty Neid

Gregory Newport

Loi and Adele Nguyen

Paula Nicholls

Elizabeth O'Connor-Bolich
Richard and Jean Patton
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
James and Suzanne Pfeister
Rick Schneider and Diana Pilson
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Gale and Julie Pokorny

Cindy Powell
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Jane Raybould and Jose Herrero
Robert Recker

Sharon Mohatt and Roger Reinhardt
Brenda Richmond

Lynn and Dana Roper

Deborah Samac

Bernadine and Marvin Seablom
Kevin Seevers

Jane and Darrell Teply

Cynthia Tinkham-Shepherd and Conner Shepherd
Peter Smith

Suzannah Harding Spencer
Ronald and Jennifer Spielman
Cecilia Barr and Leon Stigen
Stock Seed Farms

Marcia Sullivan

Sandra Swanson

Patrick Sward

Laura Sweets

Edward Taddicken

Greg Tesdall

Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
Brooke Triplett

Anita Udayamurthy

Denton and Ann Weichman
Robert Wells

Phil White

Aaron Wiegart

Denise Wiemer

James Wiener

Deborah Wigton

Susan Williams

Rick and Susan Windle

Sarah Disbrow and David Wishart
Rae Ellen Syverson and Carl Wolfe
Laurie Richards and Dan Worth
Carol Smith and Jerry Young
Anne Zellhoefer

Michael Zeloski

Diane and Michael Ziering
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Urban Pollinator Plot Planting
Amanda Booher/Audubon Great Plains

Prescribed Fire Workshop. Kelli Kuska/ND Prescribed Fire Coordinator

The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow. Audubon works throughout the Americas
using science, advocacy, education, and on-the-ground conservation. State programs, nature centers, chapters, and partners give
Audubon an unparalleled wingspan that reaches millions of people each year to inform, inspire, and unite diverse communities in
conservation action.

From planting pollinator plots to prescribed burns, and everything in between. We are fueled by collaboration and inspired by like-
minded agencies interested in working together for the benefit of nature. Together we are better.

Barnes County Parks

Bismarck Parks and Recreation District
Bufalo-Red River Watershed District|
Central Platte Natural Resources District
City of Fargo

City of Grand Forks

City of Jamestown

City of Moorhead MN

City of West Fargo

Corteva

Delta Waterfowl

Ducks Unlimited

Fargo Park District

International Crane Foundation

Lincoln Parks Foundation

Lincoln Parks and Recreation

Lower Platte South Natural Resources District
Minnesota Native Landscapes - MNL
Minot Park District

Mule Deer Foundation

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Natural Resources Trust

ND Association of Soil Conservation Districts

ND Game and Fish

ND Grazing Lands Coalition

NDSU

NDSU Extension

Nebraska Board of Educational Lands
and Funds

Nebraska Forest Service

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

NFWF

Northern Great Plains Joint Venture

Outdoor Heritage Fund

Partners for Fish and Wildlife

Pheasants Forever

Playa Lakes Joint Venture

PPJV

Prairie Plains Resource Institute

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture

Sandhills Task Force

SD Game, Fish and Parks

SD Grassland Coalition

Solidago Conservancy

The Crane Trust

The Dick Monson Family

The Nature Conservancy

Tri-Basin Natural Resources District

Twin Platte Natural Resources District

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

United Prairie Foundation

University of Northern lowa
Tallgrass Prairie Institute

UNL School of Natural Resources

US Fish and Wildlife Service

World Wildlife Fund
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Who We Are

Nebraska

Kristal Stoner, Executive Director

Stephen Brenner, Avian Biologist

Bill Sellers, Range Ecologist

Melissa Mosier, Program Manager,

Platte River Initiative

Lizzy Gilbert, Director of Development

Cat Henning, Development Coordinator

Melissa Amarawardana, Communications Manager

North and South Dakota

Josh Lefers, Working Lands Programs Manager

Juli Bosmoe, Senior Range Ecologist

Charli Kohler, Range Ecologist

Cod{lGrewing, Range Ecologist

Meghan Carter-Johnson, Senior Engagement Coordinator
Amanda Booher, Communications Manager

Lindsey Lee, Operations Manager

Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary
Kristal Stoner, Interim Director

Sonceyrae Kondrotis, Operations Manager

Cody %agner, Conservation Program Manager
Amanda Hegg, Conservation Program Associate
Anne Troyer, Senior Outreach Coordinator

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center

Meghan Sittler, Director

Kevin Poague, Operations Manager

Ed Hubbs, Habitat and Private Lands Manager

Jason “The Birdnerd” St. Sauver, Senior Education Manager
Brady Karg, Education Coordinator

Amy Plettner, Caretaker

Matt Harvey, Project Assistant

Davis Parry, Seasonal Habitat Technician

Get Involved

Make a Cash or Online Donation

Gifts can be mailed to a state office or center. You can
donate online at:

www.greatplains.audubon.org | Support Our Work

Contributions made to Rowe Sanctuary and
Spring Creek Prairie stay with them.

Volunteer

There are always opportunities to volunteer with us and/or
Audubon Chapters! Find details at:
www.greatplains.audubon.org/volunteer

Senior Coordinator of Outreach, Meghan Carter-Johnson at
volunteer planting in Fargo, ND. Amanda Booher/Audubon Great Plains

Where We Are

Audubon Great Plains - Nebraska State Office
11205 Wright Circle, Suite 210, Omaha, NE 68144
Mailing address: PO Box 22521, Lincoln, NE 68542
(531) 867-3128

Audubon Great Plains - Dakotas State Office
3002 Fiechtner Dr S, Suite A., Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 298-3373

Iain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary
44450 Elm Island Road, Gibbon, NE 68840

(308) 468-5282
rowesanctuary@audubon.org
www.rowe.audubon.org

S]prin Creek Prairie Audubon Center
11700 SW 100 St, Denton, NE 68339

Mailing address: PO Box 117 Denton, NE 68339
(402) 797-2301
scp@audubon.org
www.springcreek.audubon.org

Fargo Moorhead Audubon Chapter
Fargo Moorhead, North Dakota
Facebook.com @F-M Audubon Chapter

Grand Forks Audubon Society

Grand Forks, North Dakota
Grandforksaudubon@gmail.com
Facebook.com @GrandForksAudubon

Prairie Hills Audubon Society
phas-wsd.org
Phas.wsd@rapidnet.com
605-787-6466

Audubon Society of Omaha
PO Box 3542, Omaha, NE 68103
(402) 445-4138

Nebraska Bird Line

(402) 721-5487
www.audubon-omaha.org

Wachiska Audubon Society

4547 Calvert St, Suite 10, Lincoln, NE 68506
(402) 486-4846
office@wachiskaaudubon.org
www.wachiskaaudubon.org

Stay Connected

0 @AudubonGreatPlains

@ @AudubonGreatPlains
Q @Audubon_GP

Scan to sign up
for e-News!







